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The Minutes of a Special General Meeting held on Wednesday 4th July, 2018, in the Lounge at the Community 
Hall, commencing at 6.40 p.m. 

Present:  Phil Dyer (Chairman), Elaine Bootman, Mike Bootman, Michael Brown (representing Palgrave Parish 
Council), Hugh Bunbury, Sian Bunbury, Beryl Dyer, Delia Dyer, Martin Dyer, Vic Dyer, Heather Goddard, Rebecca 
Goddard, Sally Hoskins, John Kilgannon, Harry Lewis, Jane Lockwood, Lee Lockwood, David Long, Eric Milne, Kathy 
Milne, Robert Moore (Palgrave Cinema), Jane Potter (Friendship Club), Helen Thorburn, Heribert Westerveld and   
Ian McClintock. 

Apologies for absence were received from Jan Hicks, Graham Leigh and Pat Leigh. 

3.  Introduction.  The Chairman told the meeting that the purpose of this General Meeting of members is to consider 
and, if thought appropriate, to approve changes to four clauses of the Charity's Constitution both required and 
recommended by the Charity Commission.  He briefly outlined the processes through which the re-written 
constitution had passed over the course of the last three years, saying that the Trustees very much hoped that this 
would be the final act in the current effort to bring our 1980s version up to date and in line with Charity Commission 
recommendations. He explained that the CC will not accept Clause 6 (Dissolution) as currently written, insisting that 
the possibility of assets passing to any non-charitable body is completely unacceptable, whilst the changes to Clauses 
8, 10 & 13 are more in the nature of recommendations. The Trustees have therefore decided to bring Clauses 6 & 13 
in line with CC requirements and to take the opportunity to make minor changes elsewhere. 

4.  The Trustees proposed that the following amendments be considered and adopted: 

4a)    Section 6 (Dissolution). " It is proposed that the following changes be made to Section 6 of the current 
Constitution:  
[sub-section 6.1 shall remain as currently written]. 
sub-section 6.2 shall read: 'If such decision shall be confirmed by a majority of such inhabitants at such meeting, the 
Trustees will remain in office as Charity Trustees and be responsible for winding up the affairs of the Charity in 
accordance with this Clause.' 
sub-section 6.3: 'The Trustees must collect all the assets of the Charity and must pay or make provision for all the 
liabilities of the Charity.' 
sub-section 6.4: 'The Trustees must apply any remaining property or money: 
 a)  directly for the Objects (see Section 3); 
 b)  by transfer to any charity or charities with objects the same or similar to those of the Charity; or  
 c)  in such other manner as the Charity Commission (the Commission) for England & Wales may approve in 
writing in advance.' 
sub-section 6.5: 'The members may pass a resolution before or at the same time as the Resolution to dissolve the 
Charity specifying the manner in which the Trustees are to apply the remaining property or assets of the Charity and 
the Trustees must comply with the Resolution if it is consistent with paragraphs (a) - (c) inclusive in sub-section 6.4 
above.' 
sub-section 6.6: 'In no circumstances shall the net assets of the Charity be paid to or distributed among the 
members of the Charity (except to a member that is itself a Charity).' 
sub-section 6.7: 'The Trustees must notify the Commission promptly that the Charity has been dissolved. If the 
Trustees are obliged to send the Charity's accounts for the accounting period which ended before its dissolution, 
they must send the Commission the Charity's final accounts.'  

All other sub-sections in the existing Section 6 will be deleted or amalgamated (i.e. 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5, 6.6 & 6.7)."  



After answering just a single question from the floor the Chairman asked if there was a proposer for this motion: this 
was Martin Dyer, seconded by Sian Bunbury. Put to the vote, it was carried by 21 to nil, with 4 abstentions. 

4b)    Section 8  (Membership):  "It is proposed that the following change be made to Section 8 of the 
current Constitution: 
sub-section 8.1:  'It is proposed that the final sentence of the first paragraph ('Entry to some Charity events 
is also available to all Palgrave residents upon payment, if there is a charge, unless that area or event is 
stated to be specifically for members only.) be deleted entirely.' 
All other sub-sections in Section 8 remain unaltered."  

The Chairman asked if there were any questions or comments: there were none. The motion was proposed by Eric 
Milne, seconded by Heribert Westerveld, and when put was carried by 21 votes to none with 4 abstentions. 

4c)    Section 10  (Trustees):  "It is proposed that the following be deleted from Section 10.1 of the current 
Constitution: 
sub-section 10.1c:  'No-one may be elected a Trustee or an Officer at any Annual General Meeting unless 
prior to the meeting the Charity is given notice that: 
 1)  is signed by a Member entitled to vote at the meeting; and 
 2)  states the Member's intention to propose the appointment of a person as a Trustee or as an 
Officer; and". 
sub-section 10.1d: "It is further proposed that sub-section 10.1d be re-numbered 10.1c and re-written as 
'any person nominated for election at an Annual General Meeting should, if not actually present, confirm 
in writing to the Chairman, prior to the meeting, his or her willingness to be appointed.' 
Sub-sections 10.1 a&b remain as written; sub-sections currently 10.1 e&f shall be re-numbered d&e. 
respectively". 

Again, the Chairman asked if there were any questions or comments: there were none. The motion was proposed by 
Kathy Milne, seconded by Beryl Dyer, and when put was carried by 20 votes to none with 5 abstentions. 

4d)    Section 13 (Committees):  "It is proposed that the following sentence be added at the end of sub-
section 13.2:  'Such Members share legal responsibility together and separately for the prudent 
administration of the Charity in accordance with charity law'." 

The Chairman explained that the Charity Commission required that this sentence be added to ensure that a 
member being appointed to the Trustees' Committee understands that full responsibilities apply to all 
Trustees, not just to the designated officers.  He accepted the proposal from Beryl Dyer, seconded by 
Heribert Westerveld: the motion was then carried by 18 votes in favour with none against.  

5.  Any other business.  Beryl Dyer asked whether the PDCC had considered registering with HMRC for the 
receipt of Gift Aid, a move she thought would be beneficial to the Charity. The Chairman responded that it 
had been considered a couple of years ago and decided against because of the ineligibility of member 
subscriptions but he thought it might well be looked at again. Mike Bootman opined that it probably would 
not be as straightforward as it may appear because of the restrictions that are attached to such a 
designation. 

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members present for attending at a difficult time of 
day.  He closed the meeting at 7.05pm. 

Approved as a true record of proceedings: 

 

 

Chairman                                                     Date: ______________________ 



 

 

 

 


