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This edition of The Palgrave Star has been produced in good faith but      

errors may still occur during production.  Please let us know if this        

happens so that it can be corrected.  Please be aware that the views       

expressed in the magazine are not necessarily those of the editor and we 

cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of material submitted for 

publication and that material is included at the editor’s discretion, and 

may be edited for publication.  

 

The deadline for the next issue is: 

20th May 
If you have an article to be included or would like to advertise in  

The Palgrave Star, please contact the editor at: 
 

thepalgravestar@gmail.com 

 

Please note that articles must be received by 8pm, unless 

agreed by prior arrangement. 

 

Contacting The Palgrave Star 

If you have an article, or enquiry for The Palgrave Star, please email: 

thepalgravestar@gmail.com 

You can also contact the editor, Heather on 07917355614, if unable to take  

your call please leave your name and phone number and I will get back  

to you as soon as I can. 

 

If you are a business, and would like to advertise in The Palgrave Star,  

please contact us via email at: 

palgravestar.adverts@gmail.com 

Where your query will be deal with by Heather, advertising secretary  

and Palgrave Star editor.  
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The Palgrave Star 
The magazine of the Palgrave and District Community Centre 

Registered Charity 269132 

www.pdcc.co.uk 
 

Palgrave Community Centre 

The members of the PDCC Trustee Committee:  
 

 

Chairman: - Sharon Cousins-Clarke—chairPDCC@gmail.com 

Vice-chairman:  

Hon. Secretary: Heather Goddard—palgravedcc@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Peter Humphreys 

Membership Secretary:  Helen Thorburn            (01379 651749) 

Bookings Secretary:   Carol Hardstone 

contact 07394 537631 or email—pdcc.bookings@gmail.com 

Bar Manager: Lee Lockwood        (01379 423947) 

Other Committee Members:  Laura Forster (Friends of Palgrave 

School), George Georgiou, John Kilgannon, Jane McClintock,  

Eric Milne, Jean Potter (Friendship Club) &  Michael Rogers (Cinema) 

PDCC Data Protection Privacy Policy 

Data Protection in the UK has changed, and the new law gives 

individuals more rights over how information about them is stored and used 

by organisations.  In particular, organisations have to tell individuals what 

they are doing with the information they are storing and using in line with the 

new General Data Protection Regulations.  The updated PDCC Privacy Policy 

can be found on www.pdcc.co.uk/pdcc-policies. 
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All types of electrical work undertaken 

Part & full rewires  New installations 

Free written quotations  No job is too small 

Tele. 01379 788383 

Mobile 07800 739476 

jlwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk 

Domestic ▪ Industrial ▪ Commercial ▪ Agricultural 
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Palgrave Community Centre Membership 
 
Over the last year or two we have welcomed lots of new residents to Martyn Close, 
Hilling Gardens, Upper Rose Lane and Gassock Drive.  We would normally welcome 
you to a newcomers BBQ at the centre but that has not been possible.  Therefore, we 
would like to remind all residents who we are and what we do.   
 

Palgrave Community Centre is the hub of our village and is run by an elected Trustee 
Committee, all Trustees of the Charity.  
 

The running of the Centre is all paid for out of Community Centre funds, which are 
raised by membership subscription, and hiring out for private events, together with 
various fundraising activities.  As with most charities, our fundraising efforts have 
been somewhat disrupted over the last year.  Sadly, we had no newcomers BBQ, 
Summer Fete, Fireworks, Quizzes or Coffee Mornings.   
 

All members of the PDCC Trustee Committee are volunteers, who give up their time 
to plan and hold various events at the centre that we hope people will be interested in. 
 

Pre-Covid, there were regular activities in the building including Film Nights, Crib, 
Bowls, Table Tennis, Drumming, The Friendship Club, Martial Arts, Dancing and  
exercise classes, Bootcamp etc. The hall can also be let for private parties and  
meetings.  We have a fantastic Community Club Bar (additional membership fee of £1 
per year is required) which was open on Friday evenings and we hope to re-open 
again in the near future.  We also have a Facebook page and also try to keep you  
notified of events using 'Next Door'.  
 

During the year there are several events organised with the aim of getting the village 
together; Open Gardens; Garage Sales; Summer Fete; Quizzes; Fireworks;  
Christmas Dinner; Coffee Mornings; Dinner Talks with local celebrities and experts; 
Demonstrations and lots more. 
  
We also produce and fund this monthly magazine, "The Palgrave Star", which is  
delivered locally (by volunteers) and available online at pdcc.co.uk.  
 

Membership of £10 per year gives you reduced admission rates for most events  
organised by the PDCC but more importantly helps to support the centre and maintain 
it as a hub for the village. 
 

Membership renewal 2020/21: 
For existing members of the PDCC, membership has been extended for a further  
6 months to 30th September 2021.  New members joining before 30th September 
2021 will not need to renew their membership until October 2022. 
 

Membership forms are available from the community centre, or by  
emailing chairpdcc@gmail.com.  They will soon be on the PDCC website too.  
 

Would you like to help out at events or become a Trustee?  Would you like to start up 
a group or activity within the centre?  Please do get in touch.  

http://pdcc.co.uk/
mailto:chairpdcc@gmail.com
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Design a new cover for your PALGRAVE STAR 

Regular readers will remember that the February edition of  

The Star carried an invitation to interested residents to design a 

new cover of our village magazine, to be used over the next few 

months. 

Very many thanks to all who submitted a design for our  

competition. You will recall that there were two categories:  

one for children under 14 years, the other for adults of a 

(slightly) greater age! I am delighted to announce the worthy 

winners: 

 in the Children's category Alyssa Forster's design was  

 adjudged the best, most artistic creation, just perfect  

 for a summer edition; 

 and for the adults Tracey Shaughnessy's appropriately  

 floral decoration took the judge's plaudits. 

It is hoped to use both these entries in the next few months. 

JMM 

NB Tracey’s entry is on the front page this month. 
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Date for your diary—Palgrave Garage Sales Day 

Sunday 12th September 2021 9.00am—2.00pm 

Palgrave Garage Sale Day is scheduled to take place in 

late summer, subject to there being no COVID restrictions, 

Further information will appear in the Palgrave Star and on 

the website in the forthcoming months.  Put the date in your 

diary, don’t miss out on the opportunity to grab a bargain or 

clear the clutter from your homes.  If you haven’t enough 

‘stuff’ for a Garage Sale there will be tables at the  

Community Centre. 

Palgrave Open Gardens  

open and full of art : 29th, 30th and 31st May, 2021. 

11 am – 5 pm each day  

Over the Bank holiday weekend come to Palgrave and enjoy our lovely 

gardens, many displaying art and sculpture. Among the local artists  

exhibiting their work will be Maggie Campbell, Phil Dyer, Jenny Goater, 

Mike Webb, Jane West, David Whatley, Rob Harries and Cindy Lee 

Wright. 

Pick up a map at the Community Centre, in the Church porch or from 

any of the gardens that are open. Rather than requiring visitors to book 

in advance and charging an entry fee, we are asking for donations  

towards Community Centre funds. You will be able to go around the 

gardens at your own pace and even spread your time over the three 

days if you wish.    
 

There will be parking spaces at the Community Centre (not on the  

village Green, please).  
 

For further information please call Jane McClintock on 07719 922762. 
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                           Friendly & Reliable Service 
  

                           Bathroom Fitting and Tiling 
          General Plumbing 

                          Sinks/Taps/Water Softeners 
                     Fully qualified & Insured 

  

                 
               Mr Pat Marsden 

          07799 895958 
email: ptp.bathrooms@gmail.com 
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Do Stay A. Lert 
 

Bert & Alice have had jab one 

but still no huggin’ has begun. 

They must await beyond jab two 

that’s what we’ve all been told to do. 

Bumping Elbows is not the same 

to Bert it’s just a silly game. 
 

Alice wants a Camper Van 

when they may travel where they can’ 

Maybe Cornwall by the Sea 

just drive and go and wait and see. 

A freedom that they’ve surely earned 

it feels a whole year’s lost and spurned. 
 

They also sense a need for change 

a move to Stuston to arrange. 

Since famous in the Palgrave Star 

Reporters come from near and far. 

Their privacy is being shorn 

and patience thin, severely warn. 
 

Vi Rus and Beatrice Anne are sad, 

Lert’s the best friends they had had. 

Curt is fine about the change 

tho. thinks all Stuston folk are strange. 

He hopes that at the very least 

They wont ‘tell all’ when on Look East. 
 

RL4/21 
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SMALL ECONOMICAL CAR 

FOR SALE 

2012 Hyundai I10 Classic 

White, Four Door 

low mileage – only two owners.  

tax £20 pa 

 

Open to offers ~ £3,000      
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News from Palgrave Parish Council 
 

Parish Council Meetings: The next meeting will take place  
on Tuesday 4 May 2021 at 7.30pm. This is the Annual Meeting 
 of the Parish Council (AGM). Please note this will be preceded 
 by the Annual Meeting of the Parish (APM) at 6pm. Both  
meetings will be held remotely. These are a week earlier than normal and on a Tuesday 
evening due to the current legislation governing remote meetings expiring on 6 May.  
Joining details for both meetings will be on the n/board and the website as always. 
 

Large vehicles on Crossing & Priory Roads: If you see a large lorry that shouldn’t be using 
these small roads, please report it direct to Suffolk Highways so they can take action. You 
will need the Vehicle Registration Number and the Company name as minimum detail. 
The reporting tool is online. Use the Heavy Goods Vehicle Tab at 
www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/highway-maintenance/report-a-highways-issue    
Or you can call them on 0345 606 6171.  
 

Cemetery: The gate posts will be repaired shortly and lead bonnets fitted to prevent  
further ingress of water. The gate will also be repaired.  
 

Litter Pick: A huge thank you to everyone, old and new volunteers, who took part in the 
April Litter pick. Over 40 bags of rubbish were collected. This is a great community effort 
and is very much appreciated by everyone. 
 

EV Charging Point: Possible grants are available to install charging points in villages. This 
was discussed in detail at the April PC meeting. After discussion with the PDCC, it was 
agreed that, at present, there is no suitable site to install one in Palgrave. Any site needs 
to be accessible 24/7. Most owners of electric cars have their own charging point at home 
but as the demand for electric cars increases, this may change, specifically for those with 
no off-street parking. It was agreed this may be something that the DDNP could promote 
within its Plan to have sited in one of the neighbouring parishes if a suitable place could 
be found. This will be discussed again in approx. 12 months as an ongoing review.  
 

The Green: We are seeking help from BMSDC in regard to how best to protect The Green 
from traffic erosion which is causing real concern. Many of the existing bollards are  
beginning to rot and some are missing.  The corners, in specific, are at risk as these are 
not currently protected in anyway. The Green IS Palgrave and is such a beautiful iconic 
part of our village. Please help us to keep it that way. If we all work together, we can 
achieve amazing things without the need for enforcement or other measures so we ask 
you to be mindful of The Green and not to park on it illegally.  
 
 

If you have any matters you wish to raise, please come along to a meeting or contact one 
of your Parish Councillor who are listed on our website. The clerk’s details are:   
E: palgravepc@gmail.com T: 01986 798422 (answerphone) 
 

http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/highway-maintenance/report-a-highways-issue
mailto:palgravepc@gmail.com
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Palgrave & District Nature Notes 

 On 29
th
 March Dave Griffiths reported seeing that well-known harbinger of 

spring, a Barn Swallow, over his garden and asked if that was an unusually  
early date for a first sighting of the season. I thought 'yes, he's right' but on 
checking in Trevor Beebe's 'Climate Change & British Wildlife, 2018' I find that 
that their UK 'first arrival date' (FAD), fairly consistently in the first week of April 
until 1990, has now been brought forward by some 10 days, so a good week 
before the end of March. Of course official FADs usually mean sightings on the 
south coast of England, so Dave's Swallow could have been in the country a 
couple of days before appearing in Palgrave. It seems we were wrong, it was 
not an unusually early sighting. Nevertheless they are back and I for one am 
delighted to see them – though for now the run of frosty nights must be making 
it very difficult for them and other early migrants, such as Chiffchaffs and  
Blackcaps, to find sufficient insects to sustain them. [As a postscript, Janet 
Lockett has just (18

th
 April) reported two Swallows over fields near The Ling 

(Footpath 3) – good news]. 
 Other than these few early arrivals, all other bird reports have been of 
mainly resident species, most of which are not entirely reliant upon insect life 
and are sufficiently catholic in their tastes to survive the seemingly endless 
swings in our current weather patterns. We have noted over the past few 
months an increased presence of Goldcrests, a species notoriously susceptible 
to cold, wet winters because of its very low body mass, and Phil Dyer has sent 
me a stunning close up  photograph of this exquisite little bird in their garden. It 
will be a tragedy if the present cold late spring causes a sharp decline in  
numbers: it has happened before and may well be happening again now but 
they seem to have an amazing capacity to survive a crisis, thanks largely to 
their consistently large brood size. Another species that should have departed 
to its breeding grounds a while ago but seemed reluctant to leave us is the 
Fieldfare, presumably fearing that the weather will be much the same or worse 
in Fenno-Scandinavia as here. In truth the bulk of these over-wintering thrushes 
did leave some weeks ago but sufficient remained for Cara to find unusual, so 
she asked for confirmation that the small flock she had photographed on the 3

rd
 

April were indeed Fieldfares – which they certainly were. Apart from Janet  
Lockett's regular update of Buzzard numbers – three overhead near The Ling 
on the 31

st
 March – my only other ornithological report came from Malcolm 

Nash, who saw a Sparrowhawk kill and dismember a Stock Dove in his garden. 
We have featured this avian predator on several occasions lately, an extremely 
efficient killer though most usually thought of as attacking smaller birds.  
Perhaps more interesting this time is the victim, for, leaving aside the question 
of why attack a bird of this size (probably brought about by hunger at this time 
of year – 'the hungry gap'), it is a species that has rarely been mentioned in 
these Notes before. The Stock Dove is a common bird that is strangely under 
recorded, very often being completely overlooked because of its resemblance 
to the ubiquitous Woodpigeon. Identification between the two is straightforward  
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enough, but too easily ignored because the latter is so familiar that they rarely 
warrant a second look. The dove has no white patches at all, though beware 
the juvenile pigeon's lack of a white neck patch, but they do share the green 
neck patch and pinkish chest. The Stock Dove is noticeably smaller than its big 
cousin and flies with a generally faster wingbeat. It is altogether a more  
attractive looking bird but generally almost anonymous, nesting in a hole in a 
tree trunk or in the thick Ivy covering, so no untidy platform. It is well worth  
looking out for next time you come across a flock of 'pigeons' – there may well 
be a pair of Stock Doves hiding amongst them. 
 Jerry Rolfe 'phoned me with a fascinating tale of a shrew (albeit not a very 
distinct 'phone line) encountered by Julie, and then Jerry, at their Thrandeston 
home. Apparently Julie saw something run across the [internal] chimney breast 
and disappear behind a picture. Jerry was duly instructed to investigate: as he 
did so the 'creature' scuttled up the wall and disappeared through a minute hole 
in the brickwork, in Jerry's words 'never to be seen [by him] again'. It was, he 
assures me, a not very tame Pygmy Shrew, said to be Britain's smallest  
terrestrial mammal. Not at all uncommon, and very much less so than the  
Water Shrew found some time ago by Phil, but how many of us ever come 
across one; I know I haven't seen either in a very long time. Jerry has also sent 
photographs of a sizeable Grass Snake sunning itself in his garden on 30

th
 

March, another example of early season activity but I rather imagine that it has 
been a little less active since the reappearance of overnight frosts and below 
average daytime temperatures. And so on to Hedgehogs: Kathryn Westerveld 
tells me that they have had no news of the hoglet they rescued during the  
winter so assume it has been released somewhere in deepest Suffolk, but they 
now have at least three adult Hogs using their garden and apparently dining 
well: Kathryn and Heribert think they have two males and a female so are  
hopeful of an increase in their prickly family very soon. Meanwhile their newly 
extended pond now has a collection of froglets; the garden has already  
attracted Peacock and Brimstone butterflies; a duck is nesting in the  
Agapanthus and throughout all this they have received free lockdown  
entertainment from an occasional Greater Spotted Woodpecker and a Grey 
Squirrel! 
 Further news has come from Janet as she and Michael patrol the fields in 
the glorious, but not very warm, sunshine. On her list are two Skylarks, just a 
single Buzzard, five Roe deer (and probably two Muntjac, but she no doubt  
pretended not to see them!). Janet also told a fascinating tale of a [Brown] Hare 
chasing a [Carrion] Crow, the latter flying low across the field with the Hare in 
hot pursuit: the Crow eventually gave up and flew up and away, the Hare  
victorious! 
 Have you got a wildlife sighting or tale to share? If so please email 
iwt.mcclintock@gmail.com. Thank you. 
 
Ian McC.                                                                                                              19/04/2021 

mailto:iwt.mcclintock@gmail.com
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Advertising in the Palgrave Star 

Small box—5.x 6.5cm—£40 

Large box 6.5 x 9.5cm—£60 

Half page—£110 

Full page—£175 

Contact: 

palgravestar.adverts@gmail.com 
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Regular activities at Palgrave Community Centre 

Clubs 

Mondays:     Line Dancing 11.30am — 12.30pm (Main hall) 

   Carpet Bowls 2.00pm   

           Line Dancing 7.30pm  (Main hall)  

            Cribbage 7.00pm (in the Member’s lounge) 
 

Tuesdays:    Friendship Club—alternate weeks 

                  

Wednesdays:     Yoga 9.30—11.00am (Main hall) 

   Extend 12pm  

   -For over 60s to maintain health, balance and have great fun 

          Line Dancing 7.30pm (Main hall) 

         PDCC Committee Meeting  

   (First Wednesday of the month in the Member’s lounge) 

                  

Thursdays:   Boot Camp 6.30—7.30pm 

     

Fridays:      Member’s Lounge bar open 6.30pm  

 

Sundays:  Palgrave All-Stars - Kids multi-sports club 10.00am 

Contact list for clubs and organisations who use Palgrave Community Centre 

Carpet Bowls and Cribbage—Jean Potter 01379 651926 

Friendship Club—Pam Baker 01379 643513 or Jean Potter 01379 651926 

Line Dancing Monday & Wednesday evening—Melissa Hawkes 07770 875404 

Line Dancing Monday morning—Marina—01953 788363 

Yoga—Wednesday morning—Nelia—07926 742846 

Extend—Polly Lavender 01379 643212 or 07739 529449 

Boot Camp—Stephen Jessop 07788313070 

Parish Council—palgravepc@gmail.com 

ALL CLUBS, EVENTS AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES ARE  
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
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I’m sure many of us have very much enjoyed being able to see family, friends 
and loved ones over the Easter weekend – in some cases, for the first time in 
many months, as some of the restrictions began to lift on 29

th
 March.  From 12

th
 

April non-essential retail can open, pubs and hospitality venues can serve food 
and drink outdoors, outdoor attractions will be open to visitors and overnight 
stays at self-catering accommodation can also resume. 
 
We have come such a long way in the fight against coronavirus and there is now 
most definitely light at the end of the tunnel, but for now we must continue to  
follow the rules as we tentatively start to emerge from lockdown.  It only takes 
three or four weeks, particularly with some of the more virulent strains that have 
emerged, for things to get out of hand. 

Vaccinations are the only way out of this pandemic.  Our vaccination effort here 
in Suffolk is outstanding, with the county consistently being rated top for its role 
in vaccinating Suffolk residents.  However, some people remain hesitant to have 
their vaccine - if people are not vaccinated, a reservoir of Covid may remain in 
the wider population and this potentially increases the chances of the virus  
mutating.  In this case, if the virus mutates, there is a chance that vaccines will 
become less effective.  Getting vaccinated is everybody’s business and  
responsibility and I would therefore urge everyone to get vaccinated as soon as 
is practicably possible. 

At this stage, we don’t yet know if people will require a booster vaccination every 
year, a little like the annual ‘flu jab, but we do know that the very elderly and 
those with suppressed immune systems may need boosters in any case as the 
vaccines may be slightly less effective in this group. For anyone considering  
potentially not having the vaccine, please remember that we all have a responsi-
bility to protect our friends, family and neighbours who may be more vulnerable 
than we are. 
 
In encouraging people to have their vaccination, it is vitally Important to dispel 
some of the dangerous myths and falsehoods which are currently circulating 
around vaccine safety.  All of the current evidence suggests that the Covid  
vaccines are safe.  I understand that some of the information which is currently 
found on social media can be worrying, but I would advise everyone to check on 
the NHS website for the real facts, before perhaps inadvertently passing on or 
relying on information that might not be true.  Vaccines are the best way to  
protect yourself and those around you from COVID-19.  The vaccine can save 
lives. 

With warmer weather ahead we know that transmission outdoors is reduced, and 
I remain cautiously optimistic that if we continue to stick with it and follow the 
guidance, we can all look forward to much happier times ahead.  
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Palgrave Walking Group 
 
Everyone is welcome to join our friendly group, but it is regretted 
that dogs cannot be allowed on our walks. Additionally, Palgrave 
Walking Group, or its walk leaders, cannot be held liable for any  
injury sustained whilst on any walk they organise.  At present  
during the Covid pandemic Please contact: 
Bob, bobsolley@aol.com.  if you wish to join us on any of the walks 
or wish to unsubscribe . 
 

Sue Orchards  - Pakenham walk on Tuesday May 11th 
It starts at Ixworth from the village hall/library car park (free) the entrance 
of which is opposite the church at 10am,  It's near the Pickerel Inn PC 
IP33 2HH. The walk is around 4.5 miles and is across fields, quiet lanes 
and a bit of woodland. We will also pass by both the windmill and water 
mill. Going is fairly easy with no stiles. Should only be about 20 mins 

drive.   
 
 

Tuesday May 18th  - away walk is being led by Martin and Larraine. 
Final details will be sent to those interested that request them from me. 
At the moment the possibilities are Surlingham or Dunwich.  M&L are 
finding out lunch facilities for after the walk. 
 
 

The walk on May 25th will be led by Liz Collins from Redgrave outside 

the Cross Keys again starting at 10am.  More details to follow for all that 

sign up. 

 

 

Would be useful that you reply if you intend doing any of the 

walks.  Looking forward to seeing you.  Remember keep a safe distance 

away from other walkers and sub-groups must not be more than 6  

persons and any subgroups must be at least 4 metres from other  

sub-groups  

mailto:bobsolley@aol.com
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Part II – A Ghost Story? 

 
Continued……….Well, with all the endless unpacking from our two lorry 

loads of belongings, Dave and I completely forgot about the trail camera 

and the mysterious noises from my spooky loft.  It wasn’t until I was  

unpacking a box a few days later and spotted the trail camera, that 

those last night events came flooding back with a shudder.  Dave had  

already set up the computers for his work, so he took out the card from 

the camera and with great trepidation, we plucked up courage and 

placed the card in the Reader.  I don’t know what we were expecting to 

see but we did notice there were two pieces of footage.  We sat silently 

huddled together as he pressed the arrow in the middle of the screen 

and waited. 

 

Yes, there were two pieces of footage - one was myself setting up the 

camera and the other removing it!  We looked at each other and 

laughed, perhaps a little relieved but on the other hand a bit  

disappointed.  It appeared that nothing had moved up in the loft which 

would have activated the camera and the bang I heard wouldn’t have 

been heard on the camera unless it had been activated. So there it was, 

folks…… still a mystery.   

 

I have since spoken to several people about the noises I had heard but 

no-one could give me any answers except one person who was very  

interested in the supernatural.  He asked me if the cottage had beams 

and had I ever noticed marks.  I told him that when I first moved in to 

have some work done, a tradesman had pointed out some marks on 

some beams above the fireplace.  He also asked me if the cottage had a 

coffin hatch.  How bizarre! Yes it did but it had only been pointed out to 

me recently and I never thought that it would have any connection.  He 

wondered whether this could be an explanation although I’m not quite 

sure about his theories.  Apparently, a coffin hatch was created for taking 

coffins down into the kitchen or other room below it and straight out 

through the front door, at a time when there were no chapels of rest.  

The coffin hatch at the cottage was on the small landing underneath the 

front door and when I spoke about the layout, he said it could have been  
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part of the loft before renovations.  Could it have been a coffin being 

dropped or dragged along the floor?  Hmmm!! 

 

Someone else spoke about ghosts getting jealous and making mischief 

and when I gave it more thought, it was when Dave arrived on the scene 

that the noises became more intense.  I preferred this explanation - a 

jealous ghost!! So perhaps after I moved out, the coffin pusher had no 

need to make himself known anymore and all is now quiet at the cottage 

I once lived in.  I will never know. 

 

PS.  When my little brother was about 9 years old, he occupied, what  

we then called ‘the box room’.  This was on the first floor of my family 

home and only big enough for a single bed, small wardrobe and chest of 

drawers.  The window looked out on to the street and had a large sill 

where you could sit and watch the world go by.  For years my little  

brother would cry and complain to my mother that he was woken each 

night by something walking up and down outside although when he 

looked from the window, there was nothing there.  Me and my sister,  

rather cruelly, would laugh thinking he just wanted attention and a  

different bedroom.  This went on for years until one night ‘it’ burst into  

his bedroom and into his wardrobe.  From then on, he never heard or 

saw it again.  My brother, now in his sixties, has told us this story in full 

and how terrified he was for years, how he has never forgotten it and 

how nobody believed him.  It’s strange but I do believe him now. 

 

Hazel Massey 
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